








                  August 13, 2013
Dear Parents,

This week begins a brand new school year for all of us, and I’d like to extend a warm welcome to my students and parents.  We have lots of fun things in store for the year and lots of hard work ahead.  
I have put together a handbook of information to help you and your child become familiar with my expectations for the school year. Take a day or two to read through this information, and then sign below by Monday. (I will send it back home with your child.) Then you may want to keep the handbook in a special place so that you may refer to it throughout the year. If you need to contact me, I prefer email if possible. My email address is dianesouthard@joplinschools.org. I check my email each day and I will respond promptly. If you do not have email, you may call the school and leave a message (417-625-5375).

In a few weeks, I will host a parent meeting in the evening so that I can answer your questions and share some ways you can help your child at home. We will also take a look into how an eMINTS classroom works.  I’m looking forward to an exciting year with my class.  Thank you for your cooperation in getting this year off to a great start!




Sincerely,





Mrs. Southard
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Student Name ______________________________






Parent Signature _____________________________
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I wholeheartedly believe in cooperative learning in the classroom.  I have placed my students in mixed ability groups so that they may help each other during the learning process.  Research has shown that all students do better when they are allowed to discuss and defend their ideas as they learn. Working in small groups also helps students learn valuable social skills they will need throughout life.  Parents are often concerned about grades in the cooperative learning classroom. Don’t worry! All grades come from individual assignments and tests.  No student's grade will be raised or lowered based on the performance of others in the group.  I welcome the opportunity to discuss cooperative learning with anyone who has questions or concerns.  I've had great success with this technique in recent years, and I'd love the chance to convince anyone of the benefits of cooperative learning!
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I send home a Class Newsletter & Monday folders each Monday, and I ask that you sign it and return it on Tuesday.  The previous week’s work will be in the Monday folder and I ask that you return the papers with the Monday folder.  Please look over the papers, read over the assignments, sign it, and return it to school with your child on Monday.

Remind101
I also use Remind101.  This is a quick and easy way for me to send reminders directly to your cell phone as a text message.  I used this website last year and it proved to be a great way to send out quick reminders.  You will need to text the words “@southa” to (516) 342-4409 and you will be automatically set up to receive class reminders.
Our Class on the Web
[image: image4.wmf]Our class has a home on the Internet! We have a class web page on which we display student work and list our honor roll and other awards. Parents can visit the web page to keep up-to-date on classroom events. Our web site is located at http://dianesouthard.weebly.com. Our daily planner is located on this page so you can stay on top of your child’s work.  We also keep a class calendar with the monthly activities listed. Many times I will post pictures of things going on in our class.  I only use students’ first names and last initials, and I don’t match pictures with names. If you do not want your child’s picture, stories, or other work on our class web page, please write me a note or send me an email and be sure to fill out the proper paperwork in the information packet you receive from the office. Be sure to visit our web page before you make this decision! I hope that all students will be able to be included on our class website.  We use our website on a daily basis and I encourage you to take some time and look at all of the resources listed here.  During parent teacher conference time I will also post the conference schedule.
Materials Needed
Individual Student Supplies

1 Crayons, 24 count
1 Magic Rub® white eraser

1 White glue, 4 oz
48 Pencils, #2 lead, yellow

1 Colored pencils, set of 12
1 Vinyl 3-ring view binder, 1"

4 Notebook paper, wide line, 150 sheets
2 Facial tissue, 200 count

1 Markers, washable, broad line, 8 basic colors

1 Scissors, 6", pointed
5 Pocket folders with brads, paper, assorted colors

1 Highlighter, yellow, broad line
3 Spiral notebook, wide line, 70 sheets

1 Pencil pouch, nylon, to fit 3-ring binder
1 Ear buds

2 Expo® dry erase marker, black, low odor

1 Hand sanitizer with pump, 8 oz
1 Disinfecting wipes, 75 count

Donations
If you would like to send any contributions for our class they are always appreciated.  Here is a list of things we seem to always need.

Clorox Wipes



Decks of cards


Whiteboard erasers

White board markers


Multiplication flash cards
Paper plates

Kleenex



Pencil top erasers

Napkins

Ziploc Bags, quart and gallon

Ticonderoga pencils

Colored ink pens
Attendance & Illnesses

Regular school attendance is critical to the learning process. Our school day officially starts at 7:45 a.m., but since most bus students arrive at 7:30 we begin “morning work” assignments at that time. When your child is absent or tardy, he or she misses valuable instructional time. Please send a written note whenever your child is absent. Even though the district has strict attendance policies, it’s important to keep your child home if he or she is sick. The policy states that a child must be free of fever for 24 hours before returning to school. Thank you for understanding.

[image: image5.wmf]Daily Math Drills

In my experience, students cannot move on to higher level reasoning in mathematics until they master their basic math facts.  In addition to regular math assignments, your child will be performing daily drills until he or she has mastered the basic facts. You can help your child prepare by studying with flashcards or having them spend 15 minutes a day working with online flashcards at www.mathfactcafe.com . You can even call out math facts to your child while driving in the car or waiting in the doctor’s office! Mastering Times Tables is particularly challenging, and in 4th grade, all Math work build’s upon this skill.  I cannot stress the importance of your child knowing his/her times tables no later than September.
Homework/Classwork

I believe that homework is necessary for practicing skills that have been learned or for enriching the classroom experience. On the other hand, I don’t believe in overloading students will busywork! In many cases, homework is simply classwork that was not finished.  I try to give ample time in class for the completion of assignments, but some students work more slowly and must finish at home. 

[image: image6.wmf]In order to help students get their homework assignments done, students will be given a Student Planner and a homework folder. They will write their assignments in their planner and place any important papers in the folder. After they complete an assignment, they should place it in the front pocket of the folder.  I encourage parents to review the contents of your child’s homework folder and planner each night when signing the Planner.  You can also check this against our Daily Planner on our class website.

There will be a fluency passage attached to the Monday folder each week along with an instruction page.  Please remove it from the Monday folder and keep at home.  This sheet is to be practiced nightly at home with an adult.  The fluency and instruction sheet should be returned on Friday.  This will be used as a grade and it’s important your child does this practice sheet and returns it on time.  

I expect all homework and classwork to be turned in on time. Late assignments will receive an 11% grade loss for each day it is late.  Students will not be allowed to call home if they forget their work. Students should pack their bookbags at night with all the materials needed for the next day. Organization is the key to success!
Homework Room

If your child forgets their class work more than one day, they may be asked to stay after school for Homework Room.  If your child is asked to stay for Homework Room, you will receive a phone call that morning to make pickup arrangements.

Facebook

You can also keep in touch with what’s going on in our room by liking our Facebook page.  The URL is https://www.facebook.com/MrsSouthard.  It’s a great place to share pictures and exciting events happening in our room.

Behavior Management System
This year Stapleton will be moving to a school-wide classroom management system.  The same classroom management will be used in all classrooms, lunchroom, and during specials classes.  We will use a clip chart.  Children will have a clip with their name on it.  Throughout the day students will have the opportunity to move up (for positive choices) or down (for poor choices) on the chart.  The chart is reset daily, so each child starts the day with a fresh slate.  
Lunch in the Classroom
Once we get into a regular schedule, our class will begin having lunch in the classroom every 3rd Friday.  On these Fridays you are invited to come have lunch in the classroom (or Nature Center) with us.  You can bring them lunch, grab a tray from the cafeteria, or just come visit.  I have found this to be very successful in the past.  The students and parents have a great time!  I know the kids love it.  I will send out emails and/or texts as reminders.

Mid-morning Snacks & Water Consumption
I have found it beneficial for the class to have a mid-morning healthy snack. This year our lunch is at 12:15 so everyone really needs to bring a snack. Only send enough for one day, and please don’t send snacks that need refrigeration. Please do not send in sweet or sticky items like cake, brownies, frosted cookies, or cupcakes. I also permit my students to bring a water bottle to school to keep on their desks during the day and to use after recess. Plain water is the only beverage permitted, and the bottle must have a pop-up lid. Water bottles should be taken home regularly to be cleaned. The following are examples of healthy snacks that we can enjoy while we continue to work.
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Websites

Our class utilizes many different websites throughout the year.  The first of those being Edmodo,  www.edmodo.com.  I will be getting our class set up and once we begin using this site a parent code will be sent home so you can log in and see what’s going on.  We will also use Scootpad, www.scootpad.com, and again, parent information will be sent home as well.  Our class will also spend time blogging about different things and we use a kid safe site called Kidblog, www.kidblog.org.  Another site we use is Acuity.  This is a program we use at school to help assess how your child is doing.  He/she can access this at home using www.acuityathome.com.  

We will have many websites with many usernames and passwords/codes.  I will have the students make a sheet with all of their information on it and send a copy to you to keep at home.
Reading

This year I will be using something different for independent reading.  In the past I have used Bookadventure.com, however, I think we’re ready for a change.  There will be a bulletin board in our room called the Reading Choice Board.  There will be several activities to choose from, and your child will be expected to complete 4 choices a quarter.  See the attached list of projects and rubric.  This list will also be available on our class website.  Students may only choose a project one time.  By the end of the year your child will have done 16 different reading choice projects.
PBIS

Stapleton takes part in the PBIS program, which stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports.  We have created a website to help you become familiar with procedures that take place at Stapleton and in the classrooms.  You can find this website at http://stapletonpbis.weebly.com.  Please take some time and visit this site and get with me if you have any questions.
Parent Volunteers
I love to have parent volunteers in the room! You can file papers, staple papers together, read with students, help with math, or anything else that needs to be done. I can be a much more effective teacher when I have volunteers to share the load. If you are interested in volunteering, please send a note or email me. It would be great if you could come in regularly on a certain day of the week or at a certain time. Doing so will help me plan activities that need a helping hand! So if you would like to volunteer, please send a note with the best days and times for you to work in our classroom. For example, you might tell me that you would like to work one morning a week, and give me some possible days. 

Historical Fiction Scrapbooks
About halfway through the year we will work on Historical Fiction Scrapbooks.  This is a writing intensive project, but the student will produce a scrapbook they will be very proud of!  Blank scrapbooks are provided and more information will be provided at the time of the assignment.  You can also access a rubric on our class website under Student Work.
Missouri Notebooks
As part of 4th grade, your child will learn about Missouri history.  Towards the end of the year we will create Missouri Notebooks.  This is a fun project for the students and will be something you can keep for years to come.  The students will compose several essays and many activity sheets to go into their notebook.  Most all of the work will be completed in class.  During the spring parent teacher conferences we will hand out a rubric and provide more information.  The rubrics for the essays and the notebook are also listed on our class website under student work.
Scholastic Book Orders
About once a month I will send home a Scholastic book order form.  You are not obligated to purchase anything, however, if you choose to purchase, I have our class set up for online ordering.  Each time someone places an order online, our class receives a free book!  There is also a quick link on our class website on the Announcements page.
Reading Choice Project List:

Quarters 1 and 2
1. Mystery Box

Collect 6 items that are significant to the story, on a note card identify the connection of the item to the story in complete sentences.  Decorate the outside of the box and include the title and author of your book.
2. Comic Strip
Choose a scene from the book and create a comic strip with no less than 7 frames with captions and drawings.  Be sure to title your comic strip with the book name and author.
3. Commercial Advertising the Book
Create an original advertisement highlighting the main characters, setting, and main events from the story.  Remember an advertisement is persuasive and encourages others to read the book.  Be sure to include the book title and author.
4. Dress Up and Act Out a Scene
Choose a character from the book, dress up as that character, and act out a scene from the story.  Remember to include all of the important aspects of the specific scene.
5. Make a Game
Design a board game that includes characters, setting, problem, and solution.  Your game should include specific directions how to play so student can play and the title and author should be located on the board.
6. Design a Marquee (Book Poster)
Showcase your book including the main characters, setting, and main events.  Your marquee should include the book title and author and original artwork.  
7. Write a Friendly Letter
Write a friendly letter to the class, using the 5 components of the friendly letter.  Your letter should give a detailed account of the story; tell about the main characters, setting, problem and solution.  Be sure to include your feelings about the book.  Your letter should be at least one page in length.

8. Create a Die
Create a die and use each side to tell the following:  title and author, setting, problem, solution, characters, and an illustration of your favorite part.
9. Make a Collage
Create a collage of pictures that depict events and characters from the story.  Be sure to provide a caption or explanation underneath each picture to explain how it is tied to the story.  Be sure and title your collage and add the author’s name.
10. Sandwich Book Report
Using the provided template create your sandwich book report.  Be sure to follow the specific instructions provided along with the template.  
11. Create a Wordle
Go to www.wordle.net and create a wordle including the title, author, setting, characters, problem and solution from your book.
12. Create a Word Search
Create an original word search using the title, author, main characters, setting, vocabulary from the story, and any other interesting, challenging words you find in your book.  Your search should have at least 20 hidden words.
13. Make a Bookmark
Create a bookmark with your own original artwork.  The bookmark should include the book title and author, and an interesting scene from the book.  Include a short description of the scene.
14. Character Trading Card
Create a trading card for a character from your book.  You may choose to visit http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/trading-card-creator-30056.html to create your trading card, or you can make your own on tag board.  You should include your character’s name and characteristics such as physical traits (age, hair color, height, etc.)  Tell about the character’s personality.  Include a description of the character’s role in the story.  Be sure to explain how your character is tied to the story events.  Also add the book title and author somewhere on the card.
15. Create a Diary Entry
Create a diary entry from the main character’s point of view.  Your entry should include feelings based on events from the beginning, middle and end of the book.  You should include the date, (time period) and how the character felt during these periods in the book.  Your entry should be at least one page long.
16. Write and Perform a Song
Create an original song based on your book.  Be sure to include the title, author, characters, setting, and events in your song.  The song should be no less than 30-45 seconds long.

Quarters 3 and 4

17. Puppets
Create puppets for your story characters to perform a scene from your book.  You should create at least 3 puppets, and provide your teacher with a written script of the scene you are performing.  Make sure you include the title and author on your written script.
18. Timeline
Create a timeline of story events.  Your timeline should have at least 10 events and include a brief description of the event at the appropriate mark.  Make sure your timeline is titled with the book title and author.
19. Make a brochure
Create a brochure, either on the computer or your own.  Your brochure should include the title and author of your book, the setting, main characters, and main events that happened in your book.  
20.  Give an Oral Report
Give an oral report of the story and include the title, author, setting, main characters, and main events and tell about your favorite part and opinion of the story.
21. Write or Make Your Own Quiz
Create your own quiz using 10 questions that cover the important aspects of your book.  Be sure to include an answer sheet.  The quiz can be multiple choice, word bank, or fill in the blank.  The quiz should have the book title and author at the top of the page.
22.  Design a Quilt
Create a paper quilt showing the following story elements:  main characters, setting, problem, solution, 4 events, and author and title.  Your quilt should also include at least 2 pictures.  This quilt should be a minimum of 10 squares.

23.  Write a Newspaper Article
Write a newspaper article based on an event from the story.  You should remember to answer the questions who, what, when, where and why this event took place.  Be sure to title your article with the book title and author.
24.  Make a Puzzle
Create a puzzle using your original artwork depicting a scene from your story.  We suggest using poster board or tag board.  Along with your puzzle, you should include a written description of the scene as well as the book title and author.
25.  Make a Concentration Game
Each student will need 30 index cards to create a Concentration-style game related to a book just finished. The student chooses 14 things, characters, or events that played a part in the book and create two cards that have identical pictures of each of those things. The two remaining cards are marked Wild Card! Along with the picture on the card, include a short description describing the character or event.
26.  Make a Book Jacket
Create a book jacket for your book.  The front should have the book title and author’s name along with a creative original picture from your book.  The back should include a summary of the story’s events without giving away the end.
27.  Diorama
Create a diorama (shadowbox) showing a scene from your book.  Include a written summary of the scene you chose.  Be sure to add the book title and author to your summary.
28.  Crossword Puzzle
Create a crossword puzzle using the book title, author, character names, setting, and vocabulary words from your book.  Your puzzle should have no less than 10 words.  Be sure to look at a real crossword puzzle.  You must have hints at the bottom to help identify your words.
Reading Choice Rubric
	Expectations
	20
	15
	10
	5

	Following Guidelines


	Specifically met all guidelines for the given project.
	Met most of the specific guidelines for the given project.
	Met only half of the specific guidelines for the given project.
	Met less than half of the specific guidelines for the given project.

	Neatness


	All work is neat in appearance and is evident much time was spent preparing.
	Most all work is neat in appearance and is evident some time was spent preparing.
	Some work is neat in appearance and is evident some time was spent preparing.
	Work does not appear neat in appearance and is evident little time was spent preparing.

	Content
	Provides all specific details from the story that meet the expectations of the project.
	Provides many specific details from the story that meet the expectations of the project.
	Provides some specific details from the story that meet the expectations of the project.
	Provides few specific details from the story that meet the expectations of the project.

	Organization
	Project is well organized and audience clearly understands information presented.
	Project is mostly organized and audience clearly understands information presented.
	Project is somewhat organized and audience may or may not clearly understands information presented.
	Project is not organized and audience may or may not clearly understands information presented.

	Conventions
	Makes no errors in grammar/spelling/punctuation in written or oral presentation.  
	Makes few errors in grammar/spelling/punctuation in written or oral presentation.  
	Makes several errors in grammar/spelling/punctuation in written or oral presentation.  
	Many errors in grammar/spelling/punc-tuation in written or oral presentation.  


Student Name___________________________

Project Choice __________________________

Total Score ______________________________

Comments:
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apples


carrot sticks


peanuts


oyster crackers


cheese crackers


small box of raisins 


grapes


pretzels


graham crackers


dried fruit


peanut butter crackers


protein or nutrition bar


peanut butter sandwich
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